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The year that was.  From the Chair 2017/18 

 

Having such an amazing library in our community is an asset which is not taken lightly by those of us 
who regularly use it. In doing so we acknowledge the work of many locals and bach owners in making 
our library a place of which we are very proud. The Trust would also like to acknowledge the work of 
those who are currently volunteering at the library and the many hours put in by those who administer 
it. 

Our pride in the library is shown not only from our very up-to-date collection of books but also on the 
walls and surrounding deck of the library, which are adorned with the works of local artists and our 
children. The library works collaboratively with the local gallery in show casing some of their 
collective’s work. 

In a rural community like Piha the opportunity to visit a library, without taking a 30-minute drive, and 
to have parking at the door is such as bonus for those who are not easily mobile and is paramount in 
the continuation of our service to the community. As is the provision of new books thanks to the 
amazing support of Auckland Council Library and their support staff who work alongside us.   

The library can provide a small and cosy space for local events and recently hosted a successful 
workshop run by the Composting Collective. The library space is available for use by local groups under 
certain security conditions. 

The Lion Rock and Roll for Babies programme continues to provide a warm and safe venue for 
preschool children. It has been running for over two years and we have seen a huge number of children 
develop their skills and knowledge while listening to the programme devised by Glenda Northey. The 
sessions include music, rhymes, movement, musical instruments, singing, poi, bean bags, scarves and 
balls. 

AS mentioned last year the number of books being borrowed is dropping nationwide and the Piha 
library is striving hard to ensure that we futureproof the library by encouraging members and visitors 
within our door. This year we became the first community location to offer free Wi-Fi. The quality of 
the books never fails to astound new borrowers and as people move into Piha we are encouraging 
them to become members of the library by using social media and making sure we publicise any 
activity taking place in the library. 

The Trust would like to extend a special thanks to those volunteers with specific duties such as book 
purchasing (Jill Stotter and Glenda Northey), DVD buying (Glenda Northey), displays (Maureen 
Thompson), webpage, social media, marketing and newsletter (Glenda Northey and Maureen 
Thompson). Shelley France continues to work with local artists to get their work on the walls of the 
library and this has added much needed colour to our walls, as well as supporting local talent. 

The administration and overseeing of the library activities is a shared task between Glenda and 
Maureen. Maureen has both teaching and library qualifications and has taken on the job-sharing tasks 
of book processing, newsletter, displays and helping with the general marketing of the library service. 
Glenda has a Masters in librarianship and does book and DVD ordering, administration of funding and 
grants, she proactively works with her contemporaries at Auckland Libraries to ensure we get any 
extra services they have to offer and ensuring we have a MOU with them for their future support of 
the library. 
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I would like to thank the other Trustees for their amazing support and resilience this year as we finally 
relinquished our claim for ownership for the library building in the knowledge that our efforts are 
better spend supporting the library service.  

We would like to thank Dana Hofmann for all her hard work as Treasurer over the last 6 or more years 
she has done an amazing job and has brought the accounts up to a standard that will be easily 
transferred to the new Treasurer Mike Hales. I would also like to thank Glenda Northey for her work 
on the Trust and, for taking over the Chair when the last Chair suddenly left. Glenda will be continuing 
as the Librarian and will continue to contribute to the Trust with reports on the day to day running of 
the library. Glenda will also continue in her role as fundraiser for grant applications. 

This year we are losing the following trustees: Dana Hofmann, Glenda Northey, Dave Bryant and Claire 
Howse.  Two new trustees have been co-opted during the year and they are Mike Hales and Lucy 
McMillan. We also welcome back a past trustee onto the Board: Jill Stotter and a member from 
Karekare an ex-Glen Eden librarian Kerrie Littlewood. 

Once again Trust would like to thank the volunteers who have helped in the library over the past year 
for their time and willingness to support the Trust and its governance of the library over the last year. 
The library continues to provide a strong service to the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata communities.   

 

 

Ella Ussher, Chair  
Piha Community Library Trust 
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Librarian’s report for the year 2017-2018 

Although not many activities have been formally organised at the library this year the library continues 

to grow and provide an excellent collection of books and DVDs for members.  Members come and go 

as is normal in a community which has a quite large transient population, particularly over the summer 

months.  Over the summer the library is used as an information hub for walks and tracks in the area.  

The closure of the tracks over the winter has bought about a halt to this and the library instead began 

to advise visitors about the Rahui and the Kauri dieback. Then later with information on the formal 

closure and what tracks have remained open for use.  Although borrowing numbers have decreased 

the installation of the new door counter by the Council shows that people are still coming through the 

door in good numbers. We provide maps and track information to the visitors who are coming in for 

information while others come to have a look at what a small rural community library offers, and all 

admire the amazing mural. 

There were two fundraisers over the 12-month period from July 2017 to June 2018. The first was a 

history writers’ talk by a group of renowned locals, historians and archaeologists. This was held on 

October 1st Unfortunately, there turned out to be a lot of things on in Piha this day, including an early 

All Black’s game so numbers were down. The day was financially supported by the Waitakere Local 

Board and was organised by Glenda Northey.  

The other key fundraiser took place in March 2018 this year was the annual bookfair which was 

organised by Maureen Thompson and raised nearly $2k towards the library programmes and 

administration. 

The library is now open for fifteen hours a week. This includes an extra hour or two on Tuesdays when 

the Lion Rock and Roll programme for pre-schoolers is running. The hours are Monday and 

Wednesday, 10-1, Tuesday 9.30-11, Thursday 3.30-5.50 and Saturday 10-3. The new door counter 

which was installed in mid-January this year shows that approximately 1200 people enter the library 

per month.  Between Jan 13th and June 30th nearly 8000 people are recorded coming into the library. 

We are issuing between 500-600 books per month and We currently have 984 members. 184 adults 

have paid their 2018 sub this year but that extra $1000 helps to defray some of the programme and 

administration costs of the library. There are 277 children who are regular borrowers. Children do not 

pay a membership fee. The number of children’s book being borrowed has increased since the 

introduction of the Lion Rock and Roll for babies/pre-schoolers programme.  

The use of social media has seen the marketing of the library increase hugely and the Library now 

posts 2-4 new items per week – either about opening hours, programmes run at the library, library 
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news, new items purchased, and information pertaining to libraries worldwide. The Library has a 

Facebook page to highlight future and current events and regularly posts on Piha Hookups, Piha 

Community, Karekare Community, and the Piha and Karekare Community Facebook pages. The Piha 

Library also updates the community on activities through the Piha Community News. 

The library has 19 volunteers who usually do two duties a month. Volunteers usually help with issues 

and returns, shelving and shelf checking. The library currently has two people undertaking book 

selection for the library. There are two part-time paid library staff, a job share of about 7 hours a week, 

who do the administration, programme and grant application organising, stationery purchases, book 

processing, and oversee and train volunteers. 

The library offers members a housebound service if they are unwell and unable to get to the library. 

Books can be dropped off at the members house. 

The library receives a generous grant from Auckland Council Libraries which goes towards book 

purchases and the administrator’s wages. This amount now comes directly to the library by way of a 

grant twice a year and the library now deals directly with the book sellers to purchase our new stock. 

We would also like to thank the Waitakere Ranges Local Board for their financial support in the last 

year.   
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Library events  

Lion Rock and Roll for Babies 
 

This programme is a mixture of 

the Auckland Council’s two 

programmes Wriggle and 

Rhyme and Rhyme time.  The 

programme promotes active 

movement and brain 

development for babies and 

toddlers aged two years and 

under but because of the 

smaller numbers here at Piha 

the sessions include music with 

instruments, songs, finger 

rhymes and poi which is aimed 

at the older age group.  

 

Toddlers love to dance and move to music. The key to toddler music is the repetition of songs, which 

encourages the use of words and memorization. Silly songs make them laugh. So, at Lion Rock and 

Roll we let them reproduce rhythms by clapping or using musical instruments. 

The sessions run for about 30 minutes and include a much-loved run around the deck in response to 

the bubble machine.  Come and join Glenda on a Tuesday morning at 10am with your pre-schoolers. 
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2017 Writer’s festival 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The calibre of four speakers was outstanding and for the next two hours they took the 
audience through local Maori history and archaeology, the creation of Auckland’s dams in the 
Waitakere Ranges, local pest control outcome in a block at Karekare, and an explanation of 
the sand movement from Mt Taranaki up the coast to Piha. 

Each speaker spent about half an hour on their area of expertise and united the audience in 
their passion for their subject area. Local Mark Mitchinson was MC for the event and tied the 
stories together well.  

The speakers were archaeologist Lisa McKendry who came all the way from Tauranga to talk 
about her research on Maori flax fibres cloaks (kakahu), bags (kite) and ropes made from 
harakeke found in the Piha and Karekare area. Lisa is a weaver herself, so she provided some 
fine examples of the types of cloaks and weaving of the era. Lisa completed her MA on the 
topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvey Stuart was an engineer at Watercare and was instrumental in setting up the Rainforest 
express which took hundreds of people through the tunnels and long the tracks made in the 
late 1800s. These tracks and trains originally provided the workers on the dam with all their 
cement and wood for the massive dams which now provide Auckland with water. 
Photographs of those who worked in the wet conditions mixing concrete by hand to construct 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjjn9bfjKjdAhVQEXAKHRQfAqEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/getmedia/53d7ae56-84d9-4f90-b3a9-147a1fcf0e93/Maori-Kakahu-(Cloak)-Fragments-from-Piha.pdf&psig=AOvVaw1CNF2ChjdFNMBmjX5t7Un9&ust=1536382416367748
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj_2JL8jKjdAhUJBIgKHQlNDlAQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/getmedia/53d7ae56-84d9-4f90-b3a9-147a1fcf0e93/Maori-Kakahu-(Cloak)-Fragments-from-Piha.pdf&psig=AOvVaw1CNF2ChjdFNMBmjX5t7Un9&ust=1536382416367748
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the massive dams brought the story to life. The large community spent years in the bush, with 
their families attending school, playing tennis and supporting the men who worked.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter King spoke passionately about the effects of pest control in the 200-acre block at 
Karekare called the La Trobe Forest Restoration Project which has seen a huge drop in the 
number of possums and rodents and a consequential increase in bird life in the area. Peter 
provided some lovely photos of the local kereru living near his house. We were treated to a 
lesson on kereru mating habits. 

Dr. Terry Hulme, a longtime surfer at Piha, and marine geologist/coastal oceanographer 
described the effects of the sand movement up the coast on local surf breaks and the process 
of the sand build up in areas like Karekare and Piha.  His photographs showed the changes in 
the shoreline from the Manukau Heads. He described the area at the mouth of the harbour 
as a huge sandpit. Keeping away from the controversy of the impact of man-made structures 
effecting the shoreline he talked about his love of Piha surfing. 

 
 
  

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwimp5jDjajdAhVbat4KHYWhChoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/505318020667379876/&psig=AOvVaw1m0Tzs9HnP-nTNdvWnf_GK&ust=1536382604074676
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2018 Book Fair 
 

Another successful day thanks to Maureen and 
Margaret. Along with the sale of pre-loved books 
there was a barbecue, baking sale and a tempting 
raffle prize. 

This year’s raffle theme was a gardening one, and 
sponsorship was sought from the local D.I.Y. chains: 
the Warehouse, Mitre 10 and Bunnings. The result 
was a generous prize package. 

The barbecue was sponsored entirely by Fiona 
Anderson from the Piha Domain Campground, and 
Fiona supplied her staff to help with the cooking. 

Drinks were donated by Claire and Justin Howse from the Neighbourhood Bar.  Baking was supplied 
by local women from the Tuesday Music group. 

Thanks to the Auckland Libraries for several boxes of their withdrawn books to add to the donations 
and withdrawn books from our library. The Book Fair made $1887 for the Library 
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Matariki Kite Day 

 
A wonderful community day organised by 
Maureen Thompson. Hundreds came down 
to the beach to fly their kites and join their 
friends and families. In the middle of winter 
with a horrific flood behind us the 
community rallied to donate food and 
household goods to those in need through 
Vision West Community Trust Food Bank. 

For those without kites a bundle of kites were 
donated by Rebecca Gannon and these 
raised a small amount of money for the 
library. But the day was about celebrating 
our community and catching up and it 
certainly did that. 

A huge variety of kites were bought down and even battling low winds initially they sailed to great 
heights above the crowd. 

Maureen talked to the local preschool about the day and the children came along with the kites they 
had made during their time at preschool. 

This was a very successful and fun day and the families ran up and down the beach getting their kites 
to sail skyward while children marvelled at the variety of kites that appeared. Maureen is keen to 
make this an annual event, so get your kites ready for next year. 
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Accounts for the 2018 financial year for  
The Piha Community Library Trust 

(01/07/2017 - 30/06/2018) 
 

 
Income 2018 2017   
DVD Hire $1,637 $1,586   
Fundraising/Donations $3,920 $8,146   
Membership $1,313 $901   
Book and DVD Sales $1,017 $460   
Photocopying $98 $38   
Grants 
    (thereof CROWN Payments) 
    (thereof Foundation North) 

$15,102 
 

($6,000) 

$8,600 
($1,600) 

 
 
 

 

Interest $9 $26   
Other (including Fines) $1,182 $961   
Total $24,278 $20,718   

 

Expenditure 2017 2017   
Staff Costs $10,638 $8,656   
Fundraising/Function Cost $1,167 $741   
General Expenses 
   (thereof sunshade) 

$8,768 
($7,101) 

$1,166   

Insurance $1,528 $1,419   
Telephone Rental and Web 
Hosting 

$1,609 $1,450   

Other 
(thereof returned grants) 
 

$565 
($110) 

$357  
 

 

Total $24,275 $13,789   
 
Excess / Loss 

 
$3 

 
$6,929 

  

 
 
Other accounts 

    

     
Account balances as at 
30/06/2018 

    

     
Society Cheque  $9,422   
Fast Saver  $7,597   
Society Cheque 2  $1   
Business Accelerator  $756   

Total  $18,776   
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